this volume. As part four indicates, in the mental health field concensus about these concepts is further complicated by such basic questions as "are mind and body fundamentally different"? Theoretical approaches, such as the medical, psychological, behavioral, and societal models, determine what information is gathered from a patient and what judgments are made regarding his or her mental state. No model seems complete, and often two may conflict. The ambiguity in the definition of mental illness and the difficulties in its diagnosis, are of concern when we consider the autonomy and rights of the individual defined as mentally ill.
As a whole, this collection of essays serves to compare and contrast the languages, assumptions, and concepts of sociology, biology, economics, medicine, mental health, ethics, and philosophy. If the editors had attached the biographic data and the date the work was written to each essay, and not just at either end of the book, respectively, the reader might more easily recognize the contributions that each has made to the concepts of disease and health.
As presented, the book contains too many essays and too much repetition to be read easily as a whole. The final essays, which elaborate on the earlier ones, often seem redundant or out of place. It is a book to be sampled through a long period of time and used as a reference. All of us health-related professions occasionally need to take stock of the values and assumptions regarding health and disease upon which we base our own work and lives. We need to acknowledge the influence that our personal concepts, and those implied by the structure of the systems in which we are working have upon our actions. Health practitioners ought also to listen to the language their patients or clients use to describe disease, illness, health, and wellbeing. One hundred years after the discovery of the malaria parasite, the disease it causes is still dreaded on a global basis. The magnitude of the historic and current significance of malaria dictates an ongoing need for its prevention, recognition, and treatment among peoples throughout the world, including the US. Dr. BruceChwatt's text has done concerned health care providers a true service by discussing the important advances in malariology.
Essential Malariology strikes a successful balance between large and/or highly technical books -often the malariologists' bibles -and abbreviated texts on tropical medicine. A collection of ten chapters, selected references, and five appendices comprises this book.
The chapter on malaria parasites, which includes human and animal malaria, is well-written, with excellent black-and-white reproductions of photographed parasites in the blood and in mosquitos. The chapters on clinical course, pathology, and immunology are comprehensive and current. They cover such topics as malaria during pregnancy and in children, concepts in the culturing of plasmodia, immune responses to malaria, and the development of malaria vaccines. The chapter on
